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Texas Public Opinion Research (TPOR) today released a new poll of likely Texas general election voters, 
surveying their attitudes on the 2026 races for U.S. Senate, Governor, and Attorney General. 
 
The survey of 1,018 likely general election voters was conducted from April 17 to April 20, 2026 and has a 
margin of error of ±3.3 percentage points. The full topline is available here, and crosstabs are available 
upon request. 
 
The takeaway: In head-to-head matchups for U.S. Senate, Democrat James Talarico leads both John 
Cornyn (+3) and Ken Paxton (+5), powered by leading margins with moderates and independents.  
 

 
 

The Top Ten Findings: 
 

1.​ Talarico leads Cornyn 44% to 41%. Talarico's three-point lead is powered by Black voters (+51), 
Latino voters (+32), and college-educated voters (+10). 11% are undecided. 
 



 

 
 

2.​ Talarico leads Paxton 46% to 41%. Talarico's five-point lead is driven by the same coalition: Black 
voters (+56), Latino voters (+27), and college-educated voters (+14). 9% are undecided. 
 

 
3.​ Moderate voters break decisively for Talarico. Talarico leads Cornyn among moderate voters by 

43 points (62% to 19%) and Paxton by 49 points (65% to 16%). 
 

4.​ Independents break for Talarico by more than 20 points. 51% of independents back Talarico over 
Cornyn (29%), a 22-point margin. Against Paxton, Talarico leads with independents 53% to 28%. 
 

5.​ 17% of self-identified “somewhat conservative” voters say they would back Talarico over 
Cornyn. Against Paxton, that number rises to 19%. 
 

6.​ Both Cornyn and Paxton draw their strongest support from white, non-college-educated, and 
rural voters. Talarico leads college-educated voters by 10 points against Cornyn and 14 against 
Paxton, while the Republicans hold only single-digit advantages with non-college voters (+3 for 
Cornyn; +4 for Paxton). 
 



 

7.​ Cornyn (-15) and Paxton (-10) post the lowest net favorability ratings of any public figure tested. 
Both underperform a generic “Republican candidate running for office” (+9), Greg Abbott (+2), and 
Donald Trump (-2). Hinojosa (+11) and Talarico (+7) both post solidly positive favorability. 
 

 
 

8.​ Abbott leads Hinojosa 48% to 43% in the Governor's race. Hinojosa keeps the race competitive 
by leading independents by 13 points and moderates by 32 points, and pulling 14% of somewhat 
conservative voters. She holds strong margins with Black (+57), Latino (+22), young (+49 with 
voters 18-24), and college-educated (+5) voters. 
 

 
 



 

9.​ The Attorney General race is single digits. Republicans Mayes Middleton or Chip Roy lead 
Democrats Joe Jaworski or Nathan Johnson 45% to 39%, with Democrats leading independents 
by 9 points and moderates by 33 points. 
 

 
 

10.​ Affordability is the top issue in Texas. 21% of likely voters cite affordability and the cost of living 
as the issue elected officials should prioritize most — more than double the next-closest issue. 
Affordability ranks first across Black (23%), Latino (23%), and white (21%) voters. Immigration 
(10%), healthcare access (9%), and economic growth (9%) follow. 
 

 
 
 


